
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE          

Historic Pluralism Headquarters Launch in Ottawa Anchoring Canada as Global Hub for 

Dialogue 

OTTAWA, May 16, 2017 /CNW/ – The Global Centre for Pluralism, a major international 

institution for research and dialogue about the value of diversity, has officially opened its 

permanent headquarters in a historic building in Ottawa at a ceremony with His Excellency the 

Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor General of Canada, and His Highness the Aga 

Khan.  

 

“The Centre is inspired by Canada’s experience as a multi-ethnic country that is committed to 

valuing diversity as a strength. It is fitting that only weeks away from celebrating 150 years since 

Confederation, the Global Centre for Pluralism opens its doors in the heart of Canada’s capital,” 

said John McNee, Secretary General of the Global Centre for Pluralism. “At a time of rising 

populism and exclusion, the Centre serves as a positive voice in the global conversation about 

living with differences.” 

 

In the beautifully restored heritage building at 330 Sussex Drive, formerly the Public Archives of 

Canada (1905-1967) and the Canadian War Museum (1967-2005), the Centre will continue to 

expand its work as a global platform for comparative analysis, learning and dialogue about the 

importance of valuing diversity both in Canada and around the world.  

 

The Centre’s work includes research examining how countries have changed their approaches to 

diversity; seminars with experts to deepen understanding of pluralism; educational tools to help 

teach the values underpinning pluralism; the Annual Pluralism Lecture, featuring international 

leaders who have dedicated their lives to advancing respect for diversity; and the Global 

Pluralism Award, a bi-annual award that celebrates extraordinary examples of pluralism in 

action.  

 

A unique public-private partnership, His Highness the Aga Khan founded the Centre jointly with 

the Government of Canada. Both partners made considerable investments to form an endowment 

fund and carry out a major revitalization of 330 Sussex Drive. His Highness the Aga Khan, 

spiritual leader of Shia Ismaili Muslims around the world, was in Ottawa to welcome over 200 

guests to the official opening and to chair a meeting of the Centre’s Board of Directors.  

 

To learn more about the Global Centre of Pluralism, visit: pluralism.ca  

Twitter: @GlobalPluralism  

For additional information, contact: 

Calina Ellwand 

http://pluralism.ca/en/
https://twitter.com/GlobalPluralism


cell: 613-862-5484 / work: 613-688-0137 

calina.ellwand@pluralism.ca  

About Global Centre for Pluralism  

Founded in Ottawa by His Highness the Aga Khan in partnership with the Government of 

Canada, the Global Centre for Pluralism is an independent, charitable organization. Inspired by 

Canada’s experience as a diverse and inclusive country, the Centre was created to advance 

positive responses to the challenge of living peacefully and productively together in diverse 

societies.  

It is governed by a Board of Directors composed of distinguished Canadian and international 

leaders: 

 His Highness the Aga Khan (Chair) 

 Princess Zahra Aga Khan  

 Kofi Annan  

 Iain T. Benson  

 The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson  

 Rudyard Griffiths   

 Huguette Labelle  

 Marwan Muasher   

 Azim Nanji   

 Margaret Ogilvie  

 Khalil Shariff  

 Eduardo Stein 
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